SWBS 2019 CHRISTMAS PARTY
by
Kathy Burris

We were blessed to have a beautiful
weekend to get together in The Kemah and
League City, TX area. Ellington Field served as
our host airport. Planner extraordinaire, Nancy
Faust served as our host with me lending a hand.
The club paid for 3 vans to haul everyone around
so Rich Faust, Jay Burris and Chuck Fronce
graciously volunteered to drive. We had 10
planes flew in, with a total of 35 in attendance for
the entire weekend and another 10 joined us for
the final dinner.

After gathering at Signature’s FBO facilities on
Friday we took a short van ride over to Lone Star
Flight Museum where Nancy had arranged box
lunches and a self-guided tour of the museum. By
the time we toured the museum many of us were
ready for a quick nap, so we headed to the South
Shore Hotel and Convention center in League
City. It’s a beautiful hotel all decorated for
Christmas
complete
with
an
elaborate
Gingerbread House which makes for an ideal
place to take Christmas photos!

For dinner we headed to T-Bone Tom’s in Kemah
for a southern style BBQ dinner. Dinner was
followed by drinks and appetizers back at the
hospitality room in the hotel that was beautifully
decorated by Nancy.

Saturday morning, we headed to Kemah
Boardwalk to explore stores and sights.
Unfortunately, it was off season at Kemah, so
shopping was limited, but we had a beautiful, cool
crisp day for walking around Kemah. Several
restaurants were open providing inside and
outside seating for lunch with views of the boats
on the channel. I heard the Bloody Mary’s served
at Flying Dutchman were very tasty.

Members and their guests then loaded up in the
vans for a 30-minute drive to Haak Winery in
Santa Fe. We were provided a short tour of the
winery and then seated for wine tasting. We
tasted 4 different wines and one dessert wine.
Members graded each wine with a show of
thumbs up or down providing entertainment value
for all.

We returned to the hotel to grab naps and spruce
up ahead of our Christmas dinner. The Hospitality
room once again served as a great place to
socialize and relax in the interim.

President Lisa Clement welcomed all and
provided updates on the Southwest Bonanza
Society as well as outlining potential fly-ins for
2020 mentioning a return to Hot Springs, San
Marcos and Grand Lake. After dinner it was back
to the hospitality room for drinks, sweets and more
socializing.
Sunday the vans began running at 8:00 AM for
those that flew into Ellington and Hobby. I believe
a fun time was had by all closing out another year
and decade. 
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Happy New Year everyone! It’s hard to believe we
are already into a new year and decade.
Thank you to all those who helped make our
Christmas celebration such a successful and fun
event. A big thank you to Nancy & Rich Faust and
Kathy & Jay Burris for a job well done in the
planning of our event. Special thanks also go out
to Chuck Fronce for being one of our wonderful
drivers along with Rich and Jay. The weather was
enjoyable and the hospitality room was the place
to be to have some wonderful conversations and
catch-up with friends.
Your board of directors is looking forward to a new
and exciting year of activities. If anyone has any
new ideas for fly-in locations or educational
aviation activities we can incorporate into a
gathering please let one of the board members
know. This past year we had multiple fun events,
a successful launch of our store with replacement
name tags and clothing, and a new effort to
encourage recruiting new members.
Nancy & Rich Faust will be hosting our next event
on April 3-5 in Hot Springs, AR. All the details
have been sent out to the membership as well as
posted
on
our
website.
https://southwestbonanzasociety.wildapricot.org/ .
We are working on updating our old brochure to
have to pass on to prospective new members of
SWBS. We hope to have them for the Hot Springs
event as well as the annual meeting in May. This
year’s annual meeting will be held at the Clement
home and hangar at Bourland Field (50F) in North
Texas on May 9th. This will be a one-day event
with more details to follow soon on the website.
Looking forward to seeing as many of you in the
next year as possible. Please plan to join us on
one or more of the events planned for 2020.
Here’s to a fun and safe New Year of friendship
and flying!
Fly Safe,
Lisa Clement, President
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Future 2020 Fly Ins
April 3-5

Hot Springs AR Login to www.swbonanza.org/event-3702539
for info and register.

May 9

Annual Meeting-Clement home & hangar-Bourland Field

July 20

Gathering at B2OSH tent-Oshkosh

Oct 2-4

Grand Lake, OK-Monkey Island

Oct 14-17

Tullahoma, TN-Gathering at Beech Party

Photo credits

Thanks to Konnie Sasser and Jay Burris for all the great photos.

Southwest Bonanza Society

THAT’S ALL FOLKS

